
It was in 1980, almost three decades 

ago, that I treated my first wild ani-

mal. Even though I probably did eve-

rything wrong with this rough -legged 

hawk, I was able to successfully re-

lease it. From that point on I was 

hooked. After trying to treat wild ani-

mals as a solo effort for over twenty 

years, I realized that I could not do it 

alone. Seven years ago, I began to do 

the leg-work to develop a registered 

charity and Wild at Heart was born.  

Today, Wild at Heart treats and cares 

for hundreds of wild animals each 

year. We are a grass-roots community

-catered organization with over fifty 

active volunteers. We are a profes-

sional wildlife acute -care centre with 

state of the art training programs as 

well as exemplary health care for our 

animal patients. Our relationship with 

the Walden Animal Hospital has al-

lowed us professional and competent 

medical and surgical expertise.  

We are now in the final stage of com-

pleting the new acute-care centre 

where we will be able to carry out 

education and awareness programs. 

Our new building is 5,000 square feet 

and is situated on three acres of land 

next to the Walden Animal Hospital. 

Our volunteers and community part-

nerships with government agencies 

and businesses are vital for Wild at 

Heartôs future. Wild at Heart will be 

continuing our strong community 

focus on Northern wildlife and our 

environment.  

Dr. Rod Jouppi  

(President & Founder of Wild at 

Heart)  
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95 White Road 
Lively, ON P3Y 1C3 
P: (705) 692-4478 
F: (705) 692-0900  
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W: www.wahrefugecentre.org 
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American Bittern Lynx 

American Robin Mallard Duck 

Barn Swallow Merlin 

Belted Kingfisher Mink 

Black Bear Moose 

Blandings Turtle Mourning Dove 

Blue Jay Muskrat 

Broad-Winged 

Hawk 

Olive-Sided 

Warbler 

Little Brown Bat Painted Turtle 

Canada Goose Partridge 

Cedar Waxwing Pigeon 

Chickadee Pine Siskin 

Common Loon Raccoon 

Coyote Raven 

Crow Red Fox 

Cuckoo Bird Red Squirrel 

Downy Wood-

pecker Redpoll 

Eastern Chip-

munk 

Red-Tailed 

Hawk 

Field Mouse Ring-Billed Gull 

Finch Rock Dove 

Flycatcher Saw-Whet Owl 

Goldfinch Snapping Turtle 

Grackle Snowshoe Hare 

Great Black-

Backed Gull Sparrow 

Great Blue Heron Starling 

Great Grey Owl Striped Skunk 

Great Horned 

Owl Vireo 

Grey Squirrel Vole 

Grosbeak Weasel 

Groundhog Wild Turkey 

Hairy Wood-

pecker Wolf 

Herring Gull Woodcock 

Hummingbird 

Yellow-Shafted 

Flicker 

2009 Updates  

Wild at Heart has entered an exciting 

new stage of development with the 

building and maintenance demands of 

our new Wildlife Centre. Our building 

is entering the later stages of comple-

tion as we finish the siding, and inte-

rior. The property will be developed as 

funding comes in for constructing the 

various enclosures in our site plan.  

We have been very fortunate to have 

had solid support from the govern-

ment through substantial funding 

from FedNor and the Northern On-

tario Heritage Fund Corporation. 

These two funding sources have pro-

vided construction money for our 

building and staffing dollars. We 

benefited from the Canada Summer 

Jobs Program this summer which 

provided us with six students who 

were essential in the care of the many 

orphaned, injured, and sick animals 

we received during our busy time.  

 

Support  

Community support has been encour-

aging this year. The Walden Animal 

Hospital and staff continue to provide 

essential space and veterinary  

services. We are extremely grateful for 

the support of the late Risto Laama-

nen and Laamanen Construction for 

their instrumental role in getting our 

building started. Several other local 

businesses including Barbeau Gainer 

Builders and Renovations, Campeau 

Heating, and Jim's Portable Toilet and 

Septic Service have generously do-

nated a variety of essential services 

and supplies for the benefit of Wild at 

Heart. 

Fundraising  

In addition to receiving donations 

from caring people who bring in in-

jured and orphaned wildlife, we have 

continued the production of our  

yearly calendar. We stepped into new 

territory this year by sending out our 

first general donation mail -out letter. 

The response was encouraging enough 

to have us planning our next  mail-out 

in the near future. We need to expand 

on our fundraising efforts and are 

seeking new fundraising opportunities 

and volunteers willing to help out with 

fundraising projects.  

 

Brenda Swalm (Secretary) &  Susan 

Nadeau (Treasurer)  
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Animal Care 
2009 Busy Season  
 
We have just completed our 2009 ñbusy 

seasonò at Wild at Heart. A record number 

of ill, injured, and orphaned wildlife found 

their way to our centre this year. Due to the 

teamwork of volun-

teers, staff and mem-

bers of the public, our 

wildlife rehabilitation 

centre was able to give 

hundreds of animals a 

second chance at life 

in the wild.   

Weary animal care 

volunteers and staff 

can now breathe a sigh 

of relief after a hectic 

summer of long hours feeding and tending 

to our animalsô needs.  They are truly the 

heart and soul of WAH. 

We thank them enor-

mously! 

We would also like to 

thank our exceptional 

summer students for 

their amazing hard 

work and dedication: 

Alicia Irwin, Kayla 

Guse, Patrick Corrente, 

Justin Guay, and Nicole 

Paradis. We all wish them the best of luck as 

they return to school this fall.  Also, good 

luck to Jennifer Pouliot, Wild at Heartôs 

previous coordinator, as she embarks on her 

new adventures! 

A great big thanks also goes out to the vet-

erinarians and vet technicians at the Walden 

Animal Hospital who have supported us 

throughout the year.  Without the medical 

treatment that the 

hospital provides free 

of charge, we would 

not be able to provide 

this valuable service.  

Finally, our gratitude 

goes out to the citizens 

of Sudbury and the 

north that care enough 

to bring animals to 

Wild at Heart and/or 

give donations. Your 

efforts are a crucial 

part of our success. 

The achievements of Wild at Heart are the 

result of the collaborative effort of our 

northern communities and I feel privileged 

and very proud to be a part of this worth-

while endeavor. 

Gloria Morissette (Animal Care)  

ñBootsieò the Red Fox came to Wild at Heart from a caring woman in Falconbridge on June 25th. Bootsie had severe mange 

which is caused by mange mites living under the skin. This poor little fellow was also covered with infected sores. We treated him 

with some topical medication and antibiotics for about a month. When Bootsie was released back into the wild in July, his eyes 

were bright and his fur was starting to grow back. Bootsie now has a better chance at survival in the wild and we wish him the 

very best over the winter.  

Success Stories 

ñBootsieò on arrival Nine days after treatment  Seventeen days after treatment  

In June, WAH received eight  

orphaned skunks from Hearst. The 

volunteers at WAH bottle fed them 

daily and once they were weaned 

and old enough to be on their own, 

we released them back home. Luckily, we only had one 

or two ñstinky momentsò! 

Wild at Heart 

r e c e i v e d  a 

m a l l a r d 

duckling in 

June after she 

h a d  b e e n 

separated from her mother. WAH 

cared for her until she was an 

independent juvenile, and she was 

released on a caring volunteerôs 

property where other ducks live 

nearby. She was taken ñunder the 

wingò of the other mallards and she 

now lives happily at her new home. 

Release of female mallard 

Baby skunk with pink 

identifier on back 

Jennifer Pouliot 

Kayla Guse 

Justin Guay 


